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NAACP responds to
internal complaint
This statement is in response to the Oct. 9, 2009, article in the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel relating to an internal complaint filed against
Milwaukee NAACP president
Jerry Ann Hamilton.
The Milwaukee Branch
NAACP anticipated and
welcomed the complaint. For
months, unknown individuals
have circulated similar allegations via e-mail and the Internet. The Milwaukee Branch
NAACP does not believe it is
in its best interest to respond
to anonymous cyberbullies.
The filing of the complaint
gives the Milwaukee Branch
NAACP a legitimate forum to

clear the air of these allegations.
The Milwaukee Branch
NAACP fully expects the
complaint to be dismissed as
frivolous. We will notify the
public of the final disposition
of the complaint.
President Hamilton has the
overwhelming support of the
Milwaukee Branch NAACP
officers, executive committee and general membership. President Hamilton was
re-elected in November 2008
with by a 70 percent - 30
percent margin. Immediately
following the election unknown
persons began circulating
malicious allegations via e-

mail and the Internet.
Neither President Hamilton
nor the Milwaukee Branch
NAACP is distracted by the
allegations. The Milwaukee
Branch NAACP continues to
fight for equal access to jobs,
wise highway investments,
a fully funded bus system,
a modern-day rail system,
a colorblind criminal justice
system, equitable distribution of federal stimulus funds,
green infrastructure planning
in central city neighborhoods,
an end to senseless violence,
an end to voter harassment,
a quality education for all
Continued on Page 7

Welcome Home: Families
fulfill American Dream
Milwaukee’s poverty rate
was 11th highest among
large U.S. cities, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau.
The good news is that the
city’s poverty rate dropped
from last year when it ranked
seventh. The bad news is
that 23.4 percent of Milwaukeeans still lived in poverty
last year, while nearly one in
three children were considered poor.
With the grim state of the
economy and the mortgage
meltdown, nearly one-third
of Americans polled by the
National Foundation for
Credit Counseling don’t think
they’ll ever be able to afford
a home. New home sales
showed a drastic plunge of
more than 60 percent from
2005 to 2008, according to
Harvard University’s Joint
Center for Housing Studies.
Working families’ incomes haven’t been able to
keep up with rising housing prices—the Center for
Housing Policy found that
housing costs have risen 30
percent faster than incomes
since 1978. It also reported
that affordability problems
are mounting fastest in the
Midwest.
Along with a declining
homeownership rate, there’s
been a jump in foreclosures
nationally, as well as locally.
According to the Mortgage
Bankers Association, at
least 3.2 million homeowners
entered foreclosure in 2007
and 2008 and 600,000 more
entered foreclosure in just
the first quarter of 2009. In
2005, Wisconsin averaged
about 1,025 foreclosures a
month—the monthly average
has exceeded 2,480 for the
first half of this year. However, hope exists for lower-
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Continued on Page 2

Milwaukee native and ‘The Pursuit of Happyness’ author
Chris Gardner was the keynote speaker last week at the
Milwaukee Athletic Club’s Business Roundtable kickoff
lunch. Gardner served as the kickoff to the MAC’s business networking program. Gardner is the owner and CEO
of Gardner Rich, LLC with ofﬁces in New York, Chicago
and San Francisco. Pictured above with Gardner following
his address is Myra Edwards, who was part of a sold out
audience. (Photo by Harry Kemp)

Obama wins
Nobel Prize
President Barack Obama
won the 2009 Nobel Peace
Prize last week in a stunning
decision designed to encourage his nascent initiatives to
reduce nuclear arms, ease
tensions with the Muslim world
and replace unilateral American action with international
diplomacy and cooperation.
Nobel observers were
shocked by the unexpected
choice so early in the Obama
presidency, which began less
than two weeks before the
Feb. 1 nomination deadline.
White House press secretary
Robert Gibbs said Obama
woke up to the news a little
before 6 a.m. EDT. The White
House had no immediate
comment on the announcement, which took the administration by surprise.
The Norwegian Nobel Committee lauded the change
in global mood wrought by
Obama’s calls for peace and
cooperation but recognized
initiatives that have yet to
bear fruit: reducing the world
stock of nuclear arms, easing
American conflicts with Muslim nations and strengthening
the U.S. role in combating
climate change.
“Only very rarely has a
person to the same extent as
Obama captured the world’s
attention and given its people
hope for a better future,” said
Thorbjoern Jagland, chairman
of the Nobel Committee.
Still, the U.S. remains at war
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the
U.S.. Congress has yet to
pass a law reducing carbon
emissions and there has been

little significant reduction in
global nuclear stockpiles
since Obama took office.
“So soon? Too early. He has
no contribution so far. He is
still at an early stage. He is
only beginning to act,” said
former Polish President Lech
Walesa, a 1983 Nobel Peace
laureate.
“This is probably an encouragement for him to act. Let’s
see if he perseveres. Let’s
give him time to act,” Walesa
said.
The award appeared to be a
slap at President George W.
Bush from a committee that
harshly criticized Obama’s
predecessor for his largely
unilateral military action in the
wake of the Sept. 11 terror
attacks. The Nobel committee
praised Obama’s creation of
“a new climate in international
politics” and said he had returned multilateral diplomacy
and institutions like the U.N. to
the center of the world stage.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
of South Africa, who won the
prize in 1984, said Obama’s
award shows great things are
expected from him in coming
years.
“It’s an award coming near
the beginning of the first term
of office of a relatively young
president that anticipates
an even greater contribution
towards making our world a
safer place for all,” Tutu said.
“It is an award that speaks
to the promise of President
Obama’s message of hope.”
Until seconds before the
Continued on Page 4
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Welcome Home:
Families fulfill American Dream
Continued from Page 1
income Milwaukeeans longing
to fulfill the American Dream
of owning their own home.
Select Milwaukee Inc. brings
financial clarity to potential homeowners in our community
and is committed to helping
families protect their investment and preserve equity. It
works directly with prospective homebuyers, providing
guidance, information and
resources for a successful
home purchase and offers
free foreclosure prevention
workshops to keep current
owners in their homes.
“Select Milwaukee provides
homebuyer education prior
to closing—a more informed
homebuyer is a more informed
homeowner,” said Select
Milwaukee’s Individual Development Account (IDA) program manager, Kristin Venkler.
“We have relationships with
lenders throughout the city
to ensure prospective homebuyers receive better closing
costs and competitive interest
rates, saving them money in
the long run.”
Homeownership positively
impacts both the family and
the community and is considered a major step towards
financial security. Owning a
home compared with renting
leads to a better home environment, which results in the
children of owners achieving
higher cognitive outcomes in
both math and reading and a
reduction in children’s behavioral problems, according
to Harvard University’s Joint
Center for Housing Studies.
Marisa and Allen DeWindt
and their three children have
been living in their home on
Milwaukee’s north side since
2006. They were one of the
first families to successfully save for and buy a home
through Select Milwaukee
Inc. and the United Way-supported IDA program. IDAs
encourage and reward savings by matching participants’
deposits.
Research shows that home
ownership promotes healthier
families and safer neighborhoods. Homeowners remain in
their home for an average of
8.2 years, while renters move
every 2.1 years, according to

one study. The more stable
neighborhoods of homeowners often result in lower community crime rates. “The boys
like it because they can go
outside and ride their bikes,”
says DeWindt. She added,
“I’m able to take walks, and
it’s a little more of a
community area.”
United Way,
along with the federal government
and private sector
organizations,
matches savings
four-to-one for firsttime low-income
home buyers. With
the match, participants can save
money to obtain
post-secondary education or
home ownership.
Participants must
also take part in
budgeting classes
in order to enroll in
the program.
“We worked with
Select Milwaukee
and they helped us
with money for a
down payment as
well as fixing our
credit,” DeWindt
explains. “They
help educate
you on the whole
process, and we
ended up getting
this house.”
Since moving in,
the family has put
their own special
touches on the
house, including
custom paintings by Marisa.
Homeowners feel
a stronger attachment to their community than renters
and are more likely
to vote in elections
and join local organizations.
To date, United
Way’s IDA Homeownership program has resulted
in 104 closings
and zero foreclosures with an $8.1
million in mortgage investment

Acacia Theatre
audtions
Acacia Theatre will be holding auditions on Sat.,
Oct. 31 between 9:00-1:00 for its production of
The Secret Garden, directed by Elaine Rewolinski.
Cast consists of 3W (10-50) and 5M (10-65), and
1 puppeteer. Readings will be from the script.
Please be prepared to provide all “conflicts” from
January 11 - February 25. Performances (2/26/103/7/10) will be at Concordia University in Mequon.
Auditions will be by appointment only at Church
in the City, 2648 N. Hackett, Milwaukee. To make
an appointment: call 744-5995 or email: acacia@
acaciatheatre.com.
Additional info:
Copies of the script of The Secret Garden,
adapted by Pamela Sterling, from the book by
Frances Hodgson Burnett, are available at Acacia’s
office. They may be borrowed for 4 days for a $15
returnable deposit (our cost). Call office first to
make arrangements.
This adaptation is written with a potential
for onstage instrumental underscoring. The
instruments are piano, flute and cello. If you
play these instruments and would be interested
in participating please notify the office at above
numbers for future possible contact.
Please arrive 10 minutes early in order to fill out
necessary forms. If you cancel at the last moment,
please leave a message at 744-5995. Messages
will be checked.

to the community. Ninety-four
percent of purchasers were
below 80 percent CMI (county
median income) at the time
of purchase. And 83 percent were female heads of
household and more than 90
percent of purchasers had at

least one child in the household.
“Numerous studies have
concluded that home ownership provides many benefits
to children of families who
Continued on Page 3

Free Home
Buying Seminar
A free workshop on how to buy a home is being offered
during the month of October at the Social Development Commission (SDC).
The Home Buying Seminar is being offered each Tuesday afternoon of October at the SDC facility at 4041 N. Richards Street between 2 and 3:30 pm. The sessions are being
presented by Guaranty Bank at no charge. The public is
invited to attend.
For more information on the free home buying workshops, contact Torrance Taylor at SDC at 414-906-2743.

This could be your ticket to
club season tickets.
OVER $5.2 MILLION IN CASH PRIZES.
WIN UP TO $50,000 INSTANTLY.
The Green Bay Packers instant scratch game from the Wisconsin Lottery. Scratch and
match for a chance to win up to $50,000, instantly!
Not a winning ticket? The game’s not over! Non-winning tickets are eligible for our Bonus
Drawing and a chance to win 3 years of Club Seat season tickets, a Lambeau game suite
package or Green Bay Packers Pro Shop gift cards.
Visit wilottery.com for details.

Winning Odds: $10, 1:7; $20, 1:19; $30, 1:30; $50, 1:30; $100, 1:85; $1,000, 1:90,000; $5,000, 1:270,000; $10,000, 1:270,000; $50,000, 1:405,000. Prizes = 70.0% of sales. Odds and prize statements are
based on initial game prize structure and may vary over the life of the game. There will be one PACKERS Bonus Drawing with a total of 149 winners. Odds of winning a Bonus Drawing prize depends on the number of
entries received. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call the Problem Gambling Help Line: 1-800-GAMBLE-5 (1-800-426-2535). © 2009 Wisconsin Lottery wilottery.com
© 2009 Green Bay Packers. All Green Bay Packers-related trademarks are trademarks of the Green Bay Packers.
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Ald. Joe Davis named to National
League Of Cities Nominating Committee

The Technology Industry
is still hiring, join it now!

Bryant & Stratton College’s
Technology Center, located
at their Downtown campus
on West Wisconsin Avenue,
is pleased to announce the
addition of two new degree
programs: Networking Technology and Security Technology.
While many industries are
affected by the economy, the
technology sector is holding
steady, and even growing.
You can become a part of
that growth, if you earn your
degree in Networking Technology or Security Technology at
Bryant & Stratton College.
When you earn your degree
in Networking Technology,
you’ll learn how to design,
install and administer virtually
any organization’s computer
systems, including local-area
networks (LANs), wide-area

networks (WANs) and others.
You’ll develop the expertise,
skills and confidence employers value and that you’ll need
for real-life success.
The rapid rise of computer
networks in business, commerce, academics, the
government and nearly
everywhere else has created
a strong demand for security
technology specialists to protect them. Bryant & Stratton
College’s Security Technology
Associate Degree program is
taught by certified computer
networking professionals and
emphasizes hands-on training. You’ll learn how to plan,
coordinate, and implement
information security, as well as
how to educate users, install
security software, monitor networks for security breaches,
respond to cyber attacks and

implement disaster recovery
plans.
At Bryant & Stratton College
you’ll get a real-world, hands
on education. Your instructors
will spend as much time with
you as you need to master the
subject matter. Financial aid,
grants and scholarships are
available, and you’ll receive
lifetime career placement assistance when you graduate.
If you’d like more information about Bryant & Stratton College, text BRYANT6
to 32075, visit one of their
three campuses or call the
campus near you: Downtown on West Wisconsin
Avenue (414.276.5200), in
Wauwatosa on West Potter
Road (414.302.7000), and
in Bayshore Town Center
(414.961.9600). You can also
visit www.bryantstratton.edu.

New Census Data show families
continuing to struggle
Coordinated approach needed to
reverse trend and address impact
of recession
Madison – Wisconsin’s 2008
poverty rate remained considerably higher than it was
in 2000, and showed only
slight improvement over 2007,
according to data released
this week by the US Census
Bureau. This is consistent with
census data on household
income; the typical Wisconsin
working family’s income, when
adjusted for inflation, has declined significantly since the
beginning of the decade.
Newly released data from
the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS)
show that Wisconsin’s overall
poverty rate declined slightly
from 10.8 percent in 2007
to 10.4 percent in 2007. The
child poverty rate dropped
from 14.4 percent in 2007 to
13..3 percent in 2008. However, these figures do not capture the bulk of the impact of
the recession, as evidenced
by dramatic 2009 increases in
eligibility for a wide range of
support services in Wisconsin,
including FoodShare and free
and reduced school lunch, as
well as the number of families enrolled in BadgerCare
Plus with incomes below the
poverty line.
Overall, about 569,000
Wisconsin residents (including 172,000 children) lived in
poverty in 2008. Wisconsin’s
overall and child poverty rates
remain substantially better
than the national rates, but by

less of a margin than in 2000
and earlier. Nationally, the
2008 overall poverty rate was
13.2 percent, and the child
poverty rate was 18.2 percent;
both are similar to the previous year’s figures. The federal
poverty level for a family of
four in 2008 was $21,200.
“It’s always encouraging to
see poverty numbers improve,
but the evidence is overwhelming that we’ve lost all of
that ground and more since
this data was collected,” said
Jim Moeser, acting executive director of the Wisconsin
Council on Children and Families (WCCF). “Agencies in the
business of helping struggling
families are swamped beyond
anything they’ve experienced
in decades.”
Examples of the recent
dramatic increase in need
include:
• The number of people
in the state enrolled in
FoodShare (which is
capped at 130 percent
of the poverty level)
increased by 26 percent
(more than 127,000) in
the first 8 months of 2009
(compared to December
2008).
• The number of children
and parents enrolled in
BadgerCare Plus who are
below the poverty level
increased by more than
58,000, or 18 percent,
over the first eight months

of 2009.
The number of Wisconsin elementary school
students receiving free
and reduced school
lunch increased by 5,794
between the 2007-08 and
2008-09 school years.
WCCF, in partnership with
the Wisconsin Community
Action Program Association
and the Wisconsin Head Start
Association, has launched
a campaign to end child
poverty in the state. The
campaign, called Vision 2020
(www.2020wi.org), focuses on
concrete solutions grounded
in public policy. Vision 2020
addresses poverty on four key
fronts: family-supporting jobs;
access to high-quality early
care and education; health
care; and safe and affordable
housing. Nearly 1,200 individuals and organizations have
signed on to the campaign to
date.
“The Census Bureau data
and other indicators make it
clear that we need a coordinated, strategic plan to tackle
child poverty in Wisconsin,”
Moeser said. “The Vision 2020
campaign is a way for public
officials, citizens and organizations to get involved in a
tangible, focused way. Poverty
need not be something we
just accept as inevitable. We
can address these issues,
and Vision 2020 provides a
roadmap for doing so.”
•

Families fulfill American
Dream
Continued from Page 2
own their own homes, such
as increased educational
achievement for children,
lower teen-age pregnancy
rates and a higher lifetime
annual income for children,”
said United Way of Greater
Milwaukee’s vice president
of community impact, Nicole
Angresano.
“Families that are afforded

the opportunity to invest in
their homes and given support to remain there will, in
turn, strengthen a community’s fabric, increasing the
social stability of a neighborhood,” Angresano added.
Select Milwaukee is just one
of the programs United Way
of Greater Milwaukee funds.
United Way supports the
framework to connect people
to critical resources in their

time of need through its work
with more than 160 programs
at over 80 health and human
service organizations. More
than 425,000 people will rely
on its funded services this
year.
Programs that build strong
neighborhoods are good for
the community. And a more
stable, vibrant Milwaukee is
good for us all.

Milwaukee Common Council member Joe Davis, Sr., has been appointed to the National
League of Cities’ (NLC) nominating committee by 2009 NLC President, Kathleen Novak, mayor
of Northglenn, Colorado. The committee is responsible for recommending a slate of officers
and board members to lead the NLC in 2010.
The Nominating Committee will meet in San Antonio, Texas in November of this year at the
annual Congress of Cities & Exposition to review and recommend the board and officer
candidates.
Ald. Davis, who is the chair of the Common Council’s Community and Economic Development
Committee, currently serves on the NLC Board of Directors. He has held multiple positions with
the National League of Cities and has been an active leader in the organization, serving as
past chair of the NLC’s Community and Economic Development Policy and Advocacy Steering
Committee and currently serving as a member of the NLC’s International Council for 2009.
“My service on the NLC has been integral to representing Milwaukee and bringing innovation
back to our communities as we share with other cities our own unique strategies,” Ald. Davis
said. “To serve in the influential role of helping determine the leadership for this essential
organization is an honor.”

Miller Lite rolls out Recycling and
Responsibility Advertising in Milwaukee
“Great Beer, Great Responsibility”
gives consumers call to action
Miller Lite is set to unveil a new advertising campaign beginning this week in Milwaukee that
will focus solely on responsibility messages, including recycling and drunk driving prevention.
The new advertising will run from late September through early January 2010.
The new advertising campaign supports MillerCoors corporate responsibility platform “Great
Beer, Great Responsibility” which launched earlier this spring. Initially, Great Beer, Great
Responsibility was included as a responsibility tag into advertising and packaging and now,
Miller Lite is taking the message a step further with brand-driven advertising. The goal: to
engage consumers in a shared responsibility by encouraging them to recycle and help prevent
drunk driving.
“We’re working to create America’s best beer company, a process we believe is inextricably
tied to demonstrating responsibility with regards to everything we do,” said Cornell Boggs,
chief responsibility and ethics officer for MillerCoors. “This fall and through the holiday season,
our two best selling beer brands will invite consumers to do the right thing by recycling and
planning ahead to never drive drunk.”
MillerCoors has communicated its commitment to alcohol responsibility and environmental
sustainability as two key focus areas for the corporation. The company’s progress in these
areas and its goals for the future are outlined in a Sustainable Development Report, released
earlier this year entitled, “From Grain to Glass” which can be found on the company’s Web site
at www.millercoors.com.
The advertising campaign will be launched in three cities through the remainder of 2009,
including Chicago, Denver and Milwaukee. Media vehicles utilized for the campaign across
these locations will consist of transit bus wraps, bus shelter ads, taxi tops, out-of-home
standard bulletins, radio spots and digital ads. Chicago-based Dig Communications developed
the Great Beer, Great Responsibility brand and Jacobson Rost-Chicago developed the
advertising creative for the campaign.

CONNECT WITH
A BETTER FUTURE.
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Milwaukee children deserve a chance
There are many programs in
the city of Milwaukee aimed at
our community and in particular or children, but which ones
actually work? The federal
government spends millions
each year on aide to under
privileged children and their
families. With the violence
that we have all heard about
from Chicago and other cities,
it is past time to provide the
help that is actually needed.
Where should this help come
from? Is the government responsible for the crime in our
cities or is it something else?
I ask this question because
it seems as if we all look to
someone else to do something that we should be more
active in doing ourselves.
This situation starts at home.
It is becoming more of an is-

sue as more and more of our
children are raised without the
security and upbringing of a
stable family.
We all know the stats about
children raised by single parents and how they
are more susceptible to crime.
Now more than ever stable
fathers are needed, stable
mothers are needed, stable
families are needed. Many of
us complain and say someone
needs to do something. Well
that someone is YOU. Mentoring programs are all over the
country and this city. How
many of us that can, actually
volunteer our time to help our
own kids in ourcommunities. I
mean we complain, look down
our noses, and even pray, but
what do we actually do?
Full Spectrum Initiative is a

nonprofit organization working with The True Way, Inc.
here in Milwaukee to bring
some needed help. This is a
program that will do more than
help children of incarcerated
parents. The True Way will
bring education to children,
mentors, and the community
at large. The True Way, Inc
will help people in our community get help with business
development, entrepreneurial
programs, and mentoring as
well. Currently we are accepting applications from care
givers of Children that have
parents that are incarcerated.
If you take care of a child
that has one or both parents
in state or federal prison, our
program will connect them
with not just a mentor, but a
person that has shown suc-

cess in life and can impart
those same skills to that child.
We are also accepting applications for people to become
certified in our mentorship
program here in Milwaukee. If
you are ready to make in
difference in our community
and become a part of the
solution visit our site at www.
fullspectruminitiative.net or
call toll free 877-810-0303 for
more information.
You could be a part of the
difference that is made right
here in Milwaukee, WI or you
won’t.

2002 prize to former Democratic President Jimmy Carter,
for his mediation in international conflicts, that it should
be seen as a “kick in the leg”
to the Bush administration’s
hard line in the buildup to the
Iraq war.
Five years later, the committee honored Bush’s adversary
in the 2000 presidential election, Al Gore, for his campaign
to raise awareness about
global warming.
Obama was to meet with his
top advisers on the Afghan
war on Friday to consider
a request by Gen. Stanley
McChrystal, the U.S. commander in Afghanistan, to
send as many as 40,000 more
troops to Afghanistan as the
U.S war there enters its ninth
year.
Obama ordered 21,000 additional troops to Afghanistan
earlier this year and has continued the use of unmanned

drones for attacks on militants
in Afghanistan and Pakistan, a
strategy devised by the Bush
administration. The attacks often kill or injure civilians living
in the area.
In July talks in Moscow,
Obama and Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev agreed that
their negotiators would work
out a new limit on delivery vehicles for nuclear warheads of
between 500 and 1,100. They
also agreed that warhead limits would be reduced from the
current range of 1,700-2,200
to as low as 1,500. The United
States now as about 2,200
such warheads, compared to
about 2,800 for the Russians.
But there has been no word
on whether either side has
started to act on the reductions.
Former Peace Prize winner
Mohamed ElBaradei, director
general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency in

Vienna, said Obama has
already provided outstanding leadership in the effort to
prevent nuclear proliferation.
“In less than a year in office,
he has transformed the way
we look at ourselves and the
world we live in and rekindled
hope for a world at peace with
itself,” ElBaradei said. “He
has shown an unshakeable
commitment to diplomacy,
mutual respect and dialogue
as the best means of resolving
conflicts.”
Obama also has attempted
to restart stalled talks between
the Israelis and Palestinians,
but just a day after Obama
hosted the Israeli and Palestinian leaders in New York, Israeli officials boasted that they
had fended off U.S. pressure
to halt settlement construction. Moderate Palestinians
said they felt undermined by

Earl Hall
Full Spectrum Initiative
www.fullspectruminitiative.
net

Obama wins Nobel Prize
Continued from Page 1
award, speculation had
focused on a wide variety of
candidates besides Obama:
Zimbabwe’s Prime Minister
Morgan Tsvangirai, a Colombian senator, a Chinese dissident and an Afghan woman’s
rights activist, among others. The Nobel committee
received a record 205 nominations for this year’s prize,
though it was not immediately apparent who nominated
Obama.
“The exciting and important
thing about this prize is that
it’s given to someone … who
has the power to contribute to
peace,” Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg said.
Obama is the third sitting U.S.
president to win the award:
President Theodore Roosevelt
won in 1906 and President
Woodrow Wilson was awarded
the prize in 1919.
The Nobel committee chairman said after awarding the

Black women, power
and African hair

Continued on Page 7

is to yield to a power which
the individual feels is greater
than she.
An African American woman
who practices such a ritual
rooted in self contempt has
essentially reduced herself
to a mere figment of her own
imagination. The prevailing
image, in relation to beauty,
not only serve to influence
African hair style by Michele
embedded in such an individfashion styles but also funcObama would be deemed
tion to expand the publics’
by many - even in the African ual’s mind is that of a woman
whom she can never begeneral sensibilities in terms
American community - as an
By Frederick Alexander
come. This paradigm serves
of
what
is
aesthetically
acaffront
to
beauty
and
subseMeade
to perpetually undermine
ceptable as well as that which quently an act unworthy of
any feelings of equality - and
In recent times, women of
is not. While a plethora of
that of a “First Lady.”
even more still any feelings
African descent within many
fashions and hair styles worn
With this pervasive and
of superiority - on the part of
industrialized nations have
by these celebrities, have
pathological rejection of this
begun to garner significant
been continually presented to feature of the African aesthetic the mimicker in relation to that
financial, social and political
the world, one feature of the
prevailing from those who are which is being mimicked.
Furthermore, this state of afstandings. This phenomenon African aesthetic has been
widely considered to be our
fairs merits an especially sigfinds its expression espeabsent.
communities’ role models,
nificant measure of absurdity
cially within the confines of
African hair and related
one question must be asked.
considering the fact these Afthe United States of America. styles have largely seen an
What are African American
rican American women of note
With the emergence of such
increase in acceptance by
women of influence without
perpetually chase an image of
figures as Oprah Winfrey,
women of color around the
African hair?
a woman who is largely void
Tyra Banks and more recently world. Many women of AfriThe answer to this quesof the financial, social and poMichelle Obama, African
can descent determined to re- tion may yield a startling
litical resources they possess.
American women have started define present day standards but valid depiction of what
This behavior on the part of
to establish themselves within of beauty - many of which find many famous African Amerimany of these women of high
previously male dominated
their origins in Europe - have
can women have allowed
regard, suggests that if it were
industries and have thus
shed the wearing of perms
themselves to become. For
possible for them to become
increased their visibility within and straight hair weaves, and a woman of African descent
a woman of another ethnicity
exclusive social and politihave instead, insisted on and to wear her hair in a manner
they would conceivably surcal circles. With the status of
embraced what is naturally
that is completely foreign to
some women of African detheirs - African hair. In the
that which is innately intended render all of their fortunes to
achieve this state.
scent ascending to exceedface of this growing trend
is to reject in large measure
As more African American
ingly high societal echelons,
however, no such movement
“the self.” This phenomenon
women enter into the ranks
rather new dimensions have
from those African American
is made exceedingly worse,
started to develop in relation
women belonging to what may by virtue of the fact; this group of those for whom resources
are seemingly endless, the
to the physical images probe considered the “power
of women has not only reimage of the Black woman
jected of Black women.
elite” has surfaced.
jected to a significant extent
Images of prominent African
Oprah Winfrey has not,
themselves but has accepted will continue to evolve. If
the acceptance of African
American women depicting
even on occasion, worn an
a standard of beauty which
hair is continually met with
strength, poise and sophistiafro during the taping of her
they can never reach. To
avoidance, women of African
cation have cascaded through popular talk show. Tyra Banks abuse one’s hair, whether by
many of the traditional media
has never filmed a season of
straightening comb or through descent will have once again
reduced themselves to that of
outlets as well as the internet. America’s Next Top Model in
the use of chemicals, in a
Much of the visuals depictwhich she, week in and out,
nebulous and futile attempt to perpetual “runner up” on the
ing this relatively small but
wore her hair in African locks. obtain and maintain a pseudo world stage of beauty. They
increasingly influential group
Lastly, the dawning of an
image of a European woman, will never fully realize their es-

Sen.
Coggs responds to letter
Rep. Scott Gunderson
Wisconsin Assembly Dist.
83
questioning
“Straw
Purchase”
State Capitol, Rm. 7 West
bill
Madison, WI
Hand delivered
Dear Rep. Gunderson,
I received your letter dated Oct. 1, 2009 which questioned the legislation I am authoring to address the “straw
purchase” of guns for felons who are barred from legally
possessing firearms.
As to your criticism in your letter about my approach to
straw purchases, I would remind you that your current bill,
AB 373, only addresses those who purposely lie on the
firearms form about their intent to purchase a handgun for
themselves and not for another prohibited person, such as
a felon. In essence, your bill deals with the paperwork of a
straw purchase. I raise the question as to how that would
effectively prevent a felon from receiving a handgun from
someone else. I think it is reasonable to assume that those
who are willing to buy a gun for a felon are also willing to
lie on the paperwork and simply say the felon “took” the
weapon.
My approach precludes felons from getting their hands on
guns in the first place by keeping felons off the premises of
gun stores and felonizing those who would attempt to make
a straw purchase. The provisions in my legislation are in line
with what Milwaukee Police Chief Flynn and Mayor Barrett
are calling for to help crack down on straw purchases.
Also, in your letter to me, you asked: “…why this became a
partisan issue.” You cite a bill, Assembly Bill 664 (AB 664),
introduced in the 1999-2000 session, which was approved
in the Assembly in 2000 by a vote of 97-0. I would hardly
call that partisan. For your information, I obviously voted for
the bill on that day.
However, I must point out a substantial error that you have
made regarding your claim to that legislation. Contrary to
the statement in your letter to me and a similar letter written
to Milwaukee Police Chief Edward Flynn, the stated chief
author of AB 664 is not you, but Rep. Mark Gundrum.
Rep. Gunderson, I hope you’re not trying to mislead the
public, other legislators, or the media regarding this legislation. Clearly, the bill you cite has Rep. Gundrum as the main
author.
Finally, if you had wanted to dramatically reduce straw
purchases regarding the transfer of all handguns, you
could have co-sponsored my legislation last session, the
Responsible Gun Owners Bill, 2007 SB104, which would
require background checks on those who buy handguns on
the secondary market, such as when used guns are sold
between individuals or when weapons are purchased at
gun shows. Your name is absent as a co-sponsor of that bill
as are the names of every Republican in the Legislature.
I am all for a bi-partisan approach. That is why I voted
for your bill when I was a member of the state Assembly.
However, bi-partisanship works both ways and frankly, as
it relates to you and your Republican colleagues, I haven’t
seen it.
Sincerely,
Sen. Spencer Coggs
Senate District 6

teem and an almost timeless
scar on the face of mother
Africa will again grow deeper.
We may only hope these
acts of self denial will one
day cease; that we may see
mother Africa’s beauty once
again.
Frederick Alexander Meade
is an educator and journalist
providing analysis on

social and political matters.
His works have appeared
in news magazines and
publications around the
country. Meade, who lives in
Atlanta, GA, can be reached
by E-mail at meade1900@
yahoo.com
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Hupy and Abraham, S.C. ‘Watch for Motorcycles’ message
Firm spent over $100,000 in 2009 on the campaign
By: Sadie James
smjjambur@aol.com
Hupy and Abraham, S.C.
expanded their Motorcycle
Awareness campaign in 2009.
The campaign originally
started in Milwaukee in 2007.
At the beginning of each riding season, the firm placed a
full page ad in the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel telling motorists to “Watch for Motorcycles”. In 2009, the initiative
expanded to include several
other area newspapers in
Wisconsin and Northern Illinois and also incorporated a
number of other media outlets
to promote the message.
The Motorcycle Awareness
message reached millions
of people this year through

a series of television public service
announcements,
newspapers ads,
digital electronic
billboards, towed
airplane banners,
bumper stickers
and magnets. Milwaukee County Sheriff David
Clarke and Dane County
Sheriff Dave Mahoney were
featured in public service
television commercials that
encouraged motorists to
watch for bikers.
In an effort to spread the
message even deeper into
the community and promote
top of mind awareness, Hupy
and Abraham, S.C. enlisted
motorcycle dealers in Wis-

consin and Northern Illinois to
assist with the campaign by
providing their customers with
bumper stickers and magnets
to display on their cars and
trucks. To date, more than
20,000 magnets and bumper
stickers have been distributed.
Tens of thousands of people
saw the “Watch for Motorcycles” message at various local
events this summer. Airplane

banners were towed before
the US Bank July 3rd Fireworks held at Veterans Park;
at the Milwaukee Rally on the
Wisconsin State Fair grounds;
at Ala Carte at the Milwaukee
County Zoo and at tailgate
parties at Miller Park prior to
Milwaukee Brewer games.
Despite the fact that there
has only been a small increase in motorcycle registration, motorcycle accidents

MATC awarded $547,000 FIPSE Grant
Funding will support construction, green technologies training

continue to rise. According
to the National Traffic Safety
Administration, motorcycle
fatalities have increased over
the past 11 years, reaching
5,290 in 2008. Motorcycle
accidents account for 14
percent of all motor vehicle
fatalities. In 2009 the number of motorcycle accidents
increased 8 percent. The firm
believes that their continued
effort and public support can
help decrease these numbers and save more lives.
“It is the social responsibility
of personal injury lawyers to
reduce the number of injuries
and deaths”, said Attorney
Michael F. Hupy.
Hupy and Abraham, S.C.
would like to thank the motorcycle dealers and venues
throughout Wisconsin and
Illinois that were instrumental
in helping with the dissemination of this crucial message.
Special thanks to the Iron
Horse Hotel, Milwaukee Harley-Davidson, Hal’s Harley-Davidson and Bud Pavilion at the
Wisconsin State Fair.

Promoting safety continues
to be a mission of Hupy and
Abraham, S.C. They have
been involved in motorcycle
safety and biker’s rights for
nearly 20 years. They provide
sponsorship dollars for safety
programs such as Accident
Scene Management which
has branches in 26 states
with over 100 instructors.
These instructors have trained
more than 10,000 students in
emergency response procedures. The firm sponsors and
holds membership in several
motorcycle rights organizations including, MRF, HOG,
BOLT, ABATE of Wisconsin,
ABATE of Illinois, South Suburban, Kishwaukee, Westgate,
Northern Illinois and Embarras Valley Chapters.
You can help spread the
“Watch for Motorcycles” message by displaying a bumper
sticker or window magnet on
your vehicle. Obtain yours
free by stopping at a local
motorcycle dealer or visit the
website at www.hupy.com/
contact.cfm

Milwaukee Area Technicollege in the state, Milwaukee in southeastern Wisconsin.
apprenticeships, plus nearly
cal College has received a
Area Technical College is a
MATC offers 200 degrees,
400 transfer options leading
Continued on Page 7
$547,000 three-year federal
key driver of the economy
diplomas, certificates and
grant through the Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE). The
funding is part of the $7 million initiative aimed at training
dislocated workers that U.S.
Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan announced at MATC
in June.
The grant will fund MATC’s
Pathways to Construction
Trades project, in which 120
students will receive more
than 500 hours of construction trades training and basic
skills instruction. The project
will being in late summer 2010
and students will include
low-skilled English-speaking
students and Hmong- and
Spanish-speaking students
with limited English proficiency. One of the goals of
the project is to introduce
students to construction caJ8C<C\kjAXd
reers, specifically in carpentry,
Jkpc`e^>\c
masonry, electricity and green
+%+fi0fq%
technologies, such as weatherization. The end result will
be job-ready individuals who
will be equipped to enter the
workforce or continue in college-level programs.
“We heard first hand when
Secretary Duncan visited
MATC how technical and
community colleges represent
J8C<=XekXj`X
the opportunity to reinvent
=i`qq9ljk\i
the nation’s workforce and
JkiX`^_k\e`e^:i\d\
that education is the catalyst
NXie`e^1=fccfn[`i\Zk`fejZXi\]lccpkfXmf`[jb`eXe[
-fq%
for a strong economy,” said
jZXcg`ii`kXk`fe#_X`iYi\XbX^\Xe[\p\`ealip%
MATC Interim President Dr.
Vicki Martin. “Our Pathways
to Construction Trades is a
unique program in the country
and we are pleased that we
received a FIPSE grant, which
recognizes innovation and
improvement.”
The partners involved in the
initiative include the Milwaukee Help in Re-Employment
J8C<8]i`ZXj9\jk
(HIRE) Consortium which con?X`iDXpfeeX`j\
sists of the Milwaukee Area
(,fq%
Workforce Investment Board
(MAWIB), the Milwaukee
County Labor Council, Wisconsin Job Service, AFL-CIO
Labor Education and Training
Center and the Wisconsin Regional Training Partnership.
“The PaCT project is an
exciting opportunity for dislocated workers who otherwise
have few options for meaningful vocational training due
to language and basic skills
barriers,” said Roger Hinkle,
a project coordinator at the
HIRE Center. “With its focus
on creating a bridge program
to careers in the construction
J8C<?`^_K`d\9ldgJkfgg\i
trades, it will open new pathI\^%*%00kf+%.0
ways to self-sustaining employment for many dislocated
workers who are hungering for Sale merchandise may not be available at all stores and is not available at RxPress Pharmacies and Pharmacy only locations. Sale prices may also be limited to your local newspaper distribution. Rain checks are not available at stores that do not carry the
advertised item. Sale prices offered for the dates listed on the front page unless otherwise specified in the ad or on the coupon. Right reserved to limit all quantities on all items. Coupons must be presented at time of purchase. Regular prices quoted may
a chance for a better life.”
vary by store. Items may not be exactly as pictured. Availability at Walgreens.com may differ. *Items advertised with Register Rewards or rebates are subject to conditions and limits established by the mfr. See coupon or rebate form for details.
Call 1-800-WALGREENS (1-800-925-4733) toll-free or visit www.walgreens.com/findastore for the location nearest you. While supplies last. ©WALGREEN CO., 2009, all rights reserved.
The largest technical
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OBITUARIES & ANOINTED MINISTRIES
“The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his
ears are attentive to their cry.” Psalm 34:15 (NIV)

NAACP responds to
internal complaint
Continued from Page 1

students; and against the proposed governance change of
the Milwaukee Public School
system.
As to the allegations cited
in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel article:
The 38-member NAACP
executive committee is fully informed of all financial transactions involving the Milwaukee
Branch NAACP. All financial
transactions are in compliance with NAACP by-laws.
Detailed financial statements
are distributed at each executive committee meeting. The
Milwaukee Branch NAACP
takes the extraordinary step
of listing each and every
financial disbursement on its
financial statements.
Several of President
Hamilton’s family members
and friends have received
funds. These funds have
been reasonable payment for

services received, or-as in a
majority of cases - reimbursements for approved and documented expenses. Again, all
distributions are in compliance with NAACP by-laws,
and have been duly disclosed
and approved by the executive committee.
An election for NAACP
officers and 24 members of
the executive committee was
held in November 2008. It
was a fair election, but as in
all elections there are winners
and losers. All election procedures were followed. All complaints regarding the November 2008 election have been
dismissed by the National
NAACP office. The next election will be held in November
2010. All interested persons
are encouraged to run .
The complaint mentioned
in the article is primarily the
product of two or three dis-

gruntled executive committee
members, several individuals
who for personal gain have
opposed the NAACP’s civil
rights agenda, and a collection of individuals (and their
supporters) who have lost
past elections. All of the
branch’s activities are in compliance with NAACP by-laws.
The Milwaukee Branch
NAACP is a volunteer organization. The mission of the
Milwaukee Branch NAACP is
to ensure the political, educational, social, and economic
rights of all persons, and to
eliminate racial hatred and
racial discrimination. In July
2009, the Milwaukee Branch
received special recognition
at the NAACP’s 100thNational
Convention in New York .
Anyone interested in helping to fulfill the mission of the
Milwaukee NAACP is urged to
call 414 562-1000.

Mr. Ernest Bivins

passed into Eternal Life on
09/27/2009 at the age of 37
years-old. Combine services will be Wednesday, October 7, 2009 with visitation
at 10 AM followed by funeral
at 11 AM in the sanctuary of
Victory Missionary Baptist
Church, 2661 North Teutonia
Ave. Final arrangements
entrusted to The New Pitts
Mortuary, 2031 West Capitol
Drive, 414-447-6000. Interment Glen Oaks Cemetery.

Ms. Christine Davis
passed into Eternal Life on
10/01/2009 at the age of
60 years-old. Combined
services were held Friday,
October 9, 2009 with Visitation at 10 AM followed by
the Funeral at 11 AM in the
East Chapel of The New

then-South African President
F.W. DeKlerk for their efforts at
ending years of apartheid and
laying the groundwork for a
democratic country.
“We trust that this award will
strengthen his commitment,
as the leader of the most
powerful nation in the world,
to continue promoting peace
and the eradication of poverty,” the foundation said.
In his 1895 will, Alfred Nobel
stipulated that the peace prize
should go “to the person who
shall have done the most or
the best work for fraternity
between the nations and the
abolition or reduction of standing armies and the formation and spreading of peace

congresses.”
Unlike the other Nobel
Prizes, which are awarded by
Swedish institutions, he said
the peace prize should be
given out by a five-member
committee elected by the
Norwegian Parliament. Sweden and Norway were united
under the same crown at the
time of Nobel’s death.
The committee has taken a
wide interpretation of Nobel’s
guidelines, expanding the
prize beyond peace mediation
to include efforts to combat
poverty, disease and climate
change.
Article from Blackpoliticsontheweb.com. By Karl
Ritter and Matt Moore, AP

MATC awarded Grant
Continued from Page 6
to bachelor’s degrees. A
large pre-college program
enables people to complete

high school and prepare for
higher learning. The Office of
Corporate Learning provides
customized training to

incumbent workers.
Approximately 48,000
students per year attend the
college’s four campuses.

Ms. Lula Bell Sams

passed into Eternal Life on
10/05/2009 at the age of
85 years-old. Combined
services were held on MonMr. Louis McCoy
day, October 12, 2009 with
passed into Eternal Life on
Visitation at 10 AM followed
09/30/2009 at the age of 82
years-old. Combined services by Funeral at 11 AM in the
sanctuary of Monumental
were held Saturday, October
10, 2009 at 11 AM followed by Missionary Baptist Church,
2407 West North Ave. InterFuneral in the East Chapel of
The New Pitts Mortuary, 2031 ment Graceland Cemetery.
West Capitol Drive. Interment
Valhalla Memorial Gardens.
Mr. Elmer Dalton
passed into Eternal Life on
10/05/2009 at the age of
Ms. Vera Leek79 years-old. A Memorial
McBarton passed into
Service was held on OctoEternal Life on 10/02/2009 at
ber 13, 2009 at 11AM in the
the age of 53 years-old. SerEast Chapel of The New Pitts
vices were held Monday, OcMortuary, 2031 West Captiol
tober 12, 2009 at 10 AM in the Drive. Interment Private.
East Chapel of The New Pitts
Mortuary, 2031 West Capitol
Drive. Interment Private.

ATTENTION MBE/SBE/WBE:
Subcontractors and suppliers
wanted for the following project(s):
New Residence Hall
University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point
Stevens Point, WI
Bids: October 22, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.
C.D. Smith Contact: Dave Mertens

Obama wins
Nobel Peace Prize
Continued from Page 4
Obama’s failure to back up his
demand for a freeze.
Nominators for the prize
include former laureates;
current and former members
of the committee and their
staff; members of national
governments and legislatures;
university professors of law,
theology, social sciences, history and philosophy; leaders
of peace research and foreign
affairs institutes; and members of international courts of
law.
The Nelson Mandela Foundation welcomed the award
on behalf of its founder
Nelson Mandela, who shared
the 1993 Peace Prize with

Pitts Mortuary, 2031 West
Capitol Drive. Interment Glen
Oaks Cemetery.

C.D. Smith Construction, Inc.
P.O. Box 1006
Fond du Lac, WI 54936-1006
Ph: (920) 924-2900
Fx: (920) 924-2910
“We are an equal opportunity employer.”

Position - Program Officer - Public Safety
Liaison
Responsibilities- Identify & Monitor Problems on a
Continual Basis, Establish & Maintain Solution Networks,
function as a Liaison with Neighborhood Groups and
with Police and District Attorney’s office. Candidates are
expected to Organize & Monitor Problem Solving Teams,
be an Advocate for Policy Changes and Resources and
develop Additional Support of Main Street Programming.

2 yorkie terrier
babies needs rehomming, AKC
registered and
vacine up to date. For
more information,
contact:
rev.jillmada@gmail.
com

Qualifications: Strong background in communication and
direct organizing with business and community groups.
Strong background in managing projects with a diverse
group. Flexibility and poise in dealing with a diverse set
of individuals and organizations. Capacity to work on
multiple tasks and projects simultaneously. At least 5
years of relevant experience preferred.
Send resumes to - Gregg Gauss at Manpower Professional
- gregg.gauss@na.manpower.com - 241 North Broadway
#200, Milwaukee, WI 53202
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2009 Milwaukee Fatherhood Summit
Empowering Fathers for Leadership
The Milwaukee Fatherhood
Initiative (MFI) held its annual summit last week at St.
Marcus Lutheran School,
2215 N. Palmer Street. This
year’s summit was treated
to a keynote address by
George Foreman, Olympic
Gold Medalist, former Heavyweight Boxing Champion and
successful businessman and
best selling author.
Foreman was a highlight for
this year’s summit that was
also full of many services and
workshops for Milwaukee fathers. The Milwaukee Fatherhood Initiative was formed to
address, respond to, celebrate and challenge dads
from every walk of life to get
engaged, involved and stay
committed to their children
and to protect and preserve
the family unit.
Foreman stated at a press
conference prior to his address that he was honored
to be invited to Milwaukee to
participate in such an event.
He also said that this was the
first event of its kind that he
new about that address making men better fathers.
The MFI are also committed
to making sure children have
strong, caring men to step
up and sometimes, step in,
to let children know fathers
care. MFI says that it hopes
to accomplish this by being a
one-stop resource for fathers
concentrating in the following
six focus areas.

Mayor Tom Barrett welcomes Former Heavyweight
Champion and successful businessman George Foreman
to the Milwaukee Fatherhood Initiative Summit where he
delivered the keynote address to the audience of fathers.
(Photo by Robert A. Bell)
Driver’s License Recovery
Lack of a valid driver’s
license is a significant barrier
for many individuals, particularly low income youth and
people of color who are more
easily caught in the cycle of

>

serious legal, financial and
social consequences.
Child Support Debt Reduction
This component will continue
the successful effort establishment at the 2006 summit,

////

//

//
/////
/
/
/
/
/

////

//
/////
/
/
/
/
/

//

////
/////

two-day event is to bring men
together to discuss the issue
of fatherless-ness, identify
solutions and resources, promote positive images of the
father role and gather data to
help address the many obstacles that prevent men from
being involved, responsible
and committed fathers.
Milwaukee Mayor Barrett
partnered with the MFI and
leaders in the community like
Terence Ray who is the director of MFI since the initiative
kicked off in October 2006
with a Summit that drew more
than 1,000 men to learn more
about how they could be part
of their children’s lives.
Barrett stated that government entities cannot do it
alone. Strong families are essential to ensuring that these
objectives come together.
Essential to strong families

is the critical role of fathers.
Recent studies have found
that involved fathers have a
profound influence on the success of their children.
Ray also emphasized the
importance of the impact of
the summit on Milwaukee
families, and added that in
addition to an annual summit
there will be other events
throughout the year that will
aim at working with fathers.
Morning and afternoon
workshops ranged from:
Speaking to your children
in their own language;
Understanding Alzheimer’s
Disease; We are the role
model!: How to stop living
paycheck to paycheck: Play
your position:Lead, follow or
get out of the way: Learning
to father from the father, just to
name a few.
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which attracted more than
1,200 men. Men who attended
summit workshops were
eligible for credit toward back
child support owed to the
State of Wisconsin. To date,
almost one million dollars of
back debt has been forgiven.
Media/Public Relations
A consistent, strong communications plan is needed
regarding the issue of fatherhood and its impact on
all segments of Milwaukee.
The MFI wll develop a media
campaign that will highlight
the benefits of fathers’ involvement with their children.
Education
The MFI will identify resources for men to help them academically, teach them good
parenting skills and work
with them to become good
financial stewards. Together
these strategies will enable
men to seek and secure better
employment opportunities,
become better parents to their
children and work with them
to help provide more financial
security to their children.
Men’s Health
This component will encourage men and fathers to make
a life-long commitment to
healthier living. By encouraging men to focus on their own
health and well being, this will
promote healthy lifestyles in
their families and communities
as a whole.
Summit
The purpose of this annual,

PERPLE RAIN OCTOBER 16
THE ULTIMATE PRINCE TRIBUTE

LITTLE RICHARD*
*OCTOBER 21

THE SPINNERS OCTOBER 29

DIONNE WARWICK NOVEMBER 12

KEB’ MO’ BAND NOVEMBER 14

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 414-847-7922.
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